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documents which Dr. Gillett has copied from Bonnechose ; and it will 
be observed that Dr. Gillett's omissions in various parts of these docu- 
ments are the same as those of Bonnechose. There is more ease than 
honor in such a course. His corrections here and there show, to be 
sure, that he glanced at some of the authorities which he parades in his 
notes, but we cannot believe that he verified all the details from Bonne- 
chose in which he has indulged so freely. The cause of his complaint, 
in his Preface, of the inaccuracy of Bonnechose, is very evident ; for in 
copying that author's words, Dr. Gillett must have been put to contin- 
ual inconvenience, even with his loose literary conscience, by the neces- 
sity of correcting Bonnechose by other historians. And it is simply re- 
volting to hear him complain in his Preface, that " on some important 
points the work is quite meagre," when we know how much he has 
stolen. " The whole account of the life of Huss " in Bonnechose, he 
grumbles, previous to the Council of Constance, " is despatched in a few 
pages " ; but as soon as Bonnechose begins to elaborate, Gillett begins 
to copy. When he copies from Bonnechose, without giving credit to 
that estimable author, he disgusts us, and when he varies from Bonne- 
chose, we wish that he had continued to copy. 

We trust that it will be long before we have to expose another such 
disgrace to American scholarship as has been brought upon it by these 
volumes. 



3. — Treatise on Grand Military Operations. Illustrated by a Critical 
and Military History of the Wars of Frederick the Great. With a 
Summary of the most important Principles of the Art of War. By 
Baron de Jomini. Translated by Col. S. B. Holabird, A. D. C., 
U. S. Army. In Two Volumes, with an Atlas. New York : B. 
Van Nostrand. 1865. 

In the last four years we have read many newspapers and few 
books. Now newspapers have suddenly ceased to be interesting, by 
reason of the astonishing suddenness with which the war has come to 
an end. Books will be read in the coming days by many who have 
had little leisure, and by many who have had little inclination for 
them, since the war began. Among these many readers will be some 
who will be disposed to study the military history of the war. We 
are all of us ready to do full justice to the bravery of our soldiers ; but 
we know that the Southern soldiers have fought as bravely as our 
own, and there are few men of any reading who do not know that bat- 
tles have often been lost, not in America alone, but in every country 
and every age, by brave soldiers, bravely led. To those who wish to 
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know how this may be, to those who wish to understand the princi- 
ples of the art of war, these volumes will be very welcome. They are 
the work of an author whose ability is universally admitted. They are 
respectably translated, and presented to us in an attractive form. For 
a concise description of them, and of their object, we may well refer to 
the author's Preface, and give the substance of its opening paragraphs. 

The work embraces a critical history of the campaigns of Frederick 
the Great. Those who read merely as an agreeable pastime will find 
the narrative of the Seven Years' War minute and tedious. The 
work is intended for those who desire to instruct themselves, for whom 
too many details cannot be given, since these enable them to seize and 
understand both the small and great combinations of the trade of war. 

The statement of Jomini, that this work was not likely to interest 
those who read merely as an agreeable pastime, is still more true for 
Americans in the latter half of the nineteenth century, than it was for 
Europeans in the earlier half. The campaigns of Napoleon and Wel- 
lington, the Crimean war, the Italian war, and the great Rebellion in 
this country, have absorbed our attention, and few among us have more 
than a vague idea of the wars of Frederick the Great. The names of 
his great battles strike harshly on our unaccustomed ears. The names 
of Marathon and Pharsalia and Cannas are more familiar to us than 
Kunersdorf and Zonidorf and Torgau. And yet at these last-named 
places great armies were arrayed against each other, and there was 
more terrible bloodshed than even our experience has paralleled. At 
Zorndorf, out of seventy-six thousand combatants, twenty-eight thou- 
sand were killed or wounded. At Kunersdorf, out of forty thousand 
men, the Prussians lost twenty thousand. The loss of the Russians 
and Austrians was upwards of nineteen thousand. 

Though the wars of Frederick excite far less interest than the wars of 
Napoleon, this work is more attractive than the author's Life of Na- 
poleon, for there is more coloring in its descriptions. It is full of in- 
struction, and of the highest value for the student of the art of war. 
The author treats the successive campaigns of Frederick, giving first a 
general sketch of each campaign, then an account of the operations and 
battles, then observations upon the campaign, and, finally, such max- 
ims as the events he has just narrated seem to illustrate. There is no 
more convenient method of briefly giving an idea of the book, than to 
describe his treatment of the campaign which ended with the battle of 
Leuthen, the second period of the campaign of 1757. He describes 
the position of the Prussians under the King and the Duke of Bevern, 
and of the Austrians under Prince Charles and Nadasty, and sets forth 
the purposes of each side, the manoeuvres employed by each to attain his 
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own end or to defeat the attempts of his opponent, and the skirmishes, 
sieges, and battles to which they led, ending with the indecisive battle 
of Breslau. The King was then many marches distant from the beat- 
en army of the Duke of Bevern. Jomini describes the movements by 
which he effected a junction with that army, the skill with which he 
revived the courage and the hopes of his troops, and the preparations 
for battle which he immediately made. Frederick's order of battle is 
given in full, and contains the names, not of the generals only, but of 
the battalions also, as they were arranged. The march of the Prus- 
sian army is minutely described, and a clear account is given of the 
memorable battle of Leuthen, which was gained by the King, with a 
loss to the Austrians of some fifty thousand men. The author regards 
this battle as an epoch in the annals of the military art. The line of 
the Prussian army was in an oblique direction, relatively to that of the 
Austrians. That oblique order, Jomini says, in the estimation of well- 
instructed military men, decided the battle, as it ought to have done, in 
favor of the Prussians. The description of these operations is followed 
by a discussion of the military principles involved in them, and by a re- 
view of the criticisms to which they have been subjected by other mili- 
tary writers. It is in such " observations " as these that the great value 
of the book consists. They follow all the great groups of events. In 
the chapter before us, the following propositions are laid down and il- 
lustrated : — 

" Lines of operation have their key, as well as fields of battle." 

" Small armies should always act in mass." 

" A double line of operations is good, when the enemy has formed the 
same ; provided that the latter are exterior and a greater distance apart than 
the former, and that they cannot be united without fighting." 

" Single interior lines of operation are always the most sure ; for they per- 
mit action en masse against the isolated divisions of the enemy, if they be so 
imprudent as to engage." 

" The principle of all combinations in war consists in putting in action, up- 
on the most important point of the line of operations, or of an attack, more 
forces than the enemy. It may be arrived at by marches, by strategic ma- 
noeuvres, or by the choice of orders of attack. 

" It is not the troops borne upon the rolls of an army, nor even those upon 
the ground, which gain battles, but those only who fight, — those put in ac- 
tion upon the decisive points. 

" The secret of war does not exist in men's legs, but in the head which 
sets their legs in motion. An army might uselessly make forced marches 
throughout a campaign ; for if their direction be faulty, these will lead to no 
result." 

Throughout the book important maxims of this sort may be found, 
vol. ci. — no. 208. 15 
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accompanied by the weightiest reasoning upon all military questions; 
for example, the proper use to be made of the order en potence, — the 
liability of an army immovably fixed in its position to be turned or over- 
whelmed upon one extremity, — the use of villages as a means of cov- 
ering defensive positions, — the secrecy necessary to the success of 
attacks to be made on one extremity of the enemy's line, and the best 
modes of attaining such secrecy, — the duties of an army covering a 
siege, — the course to be pursued by an army foreseeing an attack, or 
an attempt to turn one of its flanks, — the advantages to be gained by 
the commander of an army which is superior in the skill of manoeu- 
vring, from attacking the enemy when he is in march, — observations 
upon different orders of march, — maxims concerning magazines, — 
the inferiority of the parallel to the oblique order, — maxims upon 
isolated attacks, — the danger of attacking a line at the same time on 
both of its extremities, unless the attacking party is greatly superior in 
numbers, — the uselessness of a front attack when a concentrated effort 
can be made against one extremity of a line, — the true method of 
covering a siege, — the directions of march possible to a retreating 
army, — the mode of drawing off" an enemy from an advantageous 
position, &c. 

There are two chapters to which the especial attention of the student 
may well be turned ; — the fourteenth, which contains general observa- 
tions upon lines of operation, maxims of this important branch of the 
art of war, and definitions of lines of operation considered as those of 
manoeuvre ; and the thirty-fifth, which contains a masterly exposition 
of the general principles of the art of war. 

"These principles are unchangeable While comparing the 

causes of the victories of ancient and modern times, we are greatly sur- 
prised to discover that the battles of Wagram, Pharsalia, and Cannas 
were gained from the same original cause." 

A faithful study of these twenty pages will do more for correcting 
erroneous ideas and giving correct ones upon military matters, than 
reading the letters of special correspondents and army chaplains and 
intelligent privates for four years of war. 

A very large part of the book is made up of comparisons between the 
operations recorded and the actual system of war, as developed by the. 
author. We need feel no hesitation to accept the system of Jomini as 
correct. It will be an interesting and useful occupation for the American 
student of the art of war to provide himself with accurate statements of 
the movements made by each side in our principal battles, and then 
to see how far these operations conform to, or depart from, the true 
principles of the art, as laid down by Jomini, and how far success fol- 
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lowed conformity, and how far failure followed departure. He may- 
examine General McClellan's plan of battle at the Antietam, as stated 
by him in his Report, and ask himself whether our victory might not 
have been more decisive, if our army of eighty-seven thousand men had 
not been (substantially) formed into two corps for the purpose of attack- 
ing the two extremities of an army, not only equal, but. according to the 
Report, superior in numbers. He may reflect upon the battle of Chan- 
cellorsville, and see whether the disastrous result of that battle was not 
owing to General Hooker's not knowing how to engage his masses 
after bringing them skilfully to bear on the extremity of General Lee's 
line. "Whenever we become established upon the desired points and 
rest in inaction, the true principle is lost sight of. The enemy may 
then make counter-manoeuvres, and in order to deprive him of the 
power of doing this, whenever we gain one of his extremities, we must 
march upon and combat him." (Vol. II. p. 453.) He ma}' read the re- 
marks upon the parallel order of battle (Vol. I. pp. 205-208), and see 
whether it was not in great measure because the Northern and Southern 
armies were arranged in the earlier battles of the war precisely in the 
manner there condemned, that so many of those battles were indecisive, 
and yet attended with fearful slaughter. He may compare the position 
of the Russians at Kunersdorf with that of our army at Gettysburg, and, 
observing the resemblance between these two great battles, he may 
read with peculiar profit the observations of Jomini upon the former. 
Calling to mind the successful career of Stonewall Jackson, he will see 
how many of the victories of that General were due to the celerity and 
secrecy with which he placed himself upon an extremity of an oppo- 
nent's line, or the impetuosity with which he broke through a weak part 
of a line too much lengthened. 

How far the decaying interest of the reading world in the history of 
Frederick may be restored by Carlyle's work, it is a little too early to 
say. His Life of Frederick can hardly prove as interesting as his 
History of the French Revolution. A hundred years is a long time. 
The last hundred years, crowded with events, have been a very long 
time. New interests occupy our thoughts. 

We are less likely than Jomini's first readers to turn to the story of 
Lignitz, and Leuthen, and Prague, and Kunersdorf, and Torgau, and 
Kollin, and Zorndorf, " as an agreeable pastime " ; but these volumes, 
with their excellent Atlas, cannot be too highly recommended to those 
who wish to study the art of war. Such students will find in them the 
most important principles of the art clearly laid down, and illustrated 
by striking examples, — examples of success attending obedience to 
those principles, and failure following departure from them. 



